BRIEFLY BY JON BEYRER

A

ttorney Jim Dell has seen it
time and time again. A
family, through no fault of its
own, is faced with an allconsuming crisis due to its child’s severe
illness. “It’s a game changer,” says Jim.
“When your child’s life is in jeopardy,
your priorities get re-shuffled
immediately. Getting care for your child
becomes number one, and everything
Jim Dell
else becomes secondary.”
A child’s medical crisis can put a
family into a tailspin. As expenses mount and attention to
everyday responsibilities is diverted, legal and financial
issues inevitably arise. Issues with employers, creditors,
landlords and social services can quickly reach crisis levels.
Anxious and bewildered, the family needs help.
That’s where the Professional Alliance for Children comes in.
Jim and I founded the Alliance in 2011 with the vision of
helping families on a strictly pro bono basis. Since then, the
Alliance has worked on dozens of cases, with attorneys, social
workers and financial professionals working in teams to
address multiple issues.
They quickly realized that there are serious gaps in the
assistance available to families. Many are forced into the social
safety net, and all the convoluted programs and rules that
come with it. Families can easily get lost in all the rules, and be
denied benefits — at times improperly. Without expert advice,
families can be at a serious disadvantage. “They really need
someone in their corner to both protect their rights and also to
help them avoid poverty,” says Jim. Without help from the
Alliance, many of the families couldn’t afford an attorney or a
financial adviser.
The Alliance has represented clients before the Social
Security Administration and Department of Health and Social
Services, and against employers, landlords and others. Cases
have also dealt with immigration law, employment law,
unlawful detainer, debt management, bankruptcies and more.
In some cases, the Alliance has directly helped to facilitate lifesaving care for a child. In one case, the Alliance obtained an
emergency guardianship so that a gravely ill child could
receive a heart transplant.
The Alliance has started hosting collaboration meetings
where different professionals come together to brainstorm and
work on case issues. They are also holding training sessions to
increase professionals’ knowledge of the specialized issues.
The Alliance welcomes more professionals who want to help
families of ill children. As Jim says, “There is nothing more
rewarding than helping a child.”
Jon Beyrer (beyrer@bfadvisors.com) is on the Board of the
Directors of the Professional Alliance for Children.
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